Short biographies

Franziska Grashof
Franziska Grashof (*1988) studied international, European and comparative law at Maastricht University (The Netherlands) and spent a semester at the Université Montesquieu Bordeaux IV (France). After graduating with distinction from the European Law School Programme in Maastricht in 2011, she wrote her Ph.D. thesis under the supervision of Professor Chris Backes and Dr. Mariolina Eliantonio. The thesis dealt with the consequences of differences in national litigation rules for the enforcement of EU environmental law, focusing on the judicial enforcement of the EIA directive in the legal systems of Germany, the Netherlands and England. In September 2014, received the scholarship „Henri Rieben“ by the Fondation Jean Monnet pour l’Europe in Lausanne (Switzerland). In addition to writing this thesis, she has been studying national law in Germany with a specialisation in “culture, religion and law“.


Mariolina Eliantonio
Mariolina Eliantonio is an Associate Professor in European Administrative Law at Maastricht University. After having studied law at Teramo University (Italy), she obtained a LLM (cum laude) in European and comparative law at Maastricht University (the Netherlands). At the same
University, she has written a PhD on the Europeanisation process of administrative justice in Italy, Germany and England and since 2008 (until 2015) she has been employed as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Law of Maastricht University. She teaches courses of European
institutional law, comparative and European administrative and constitutional law, and several legal writing and legal research courses. Her research interests lie in the enforcement of European law before national and European courts and in the role of courts in the EU legal system. She has extensively written on several aspects of access to court at national and European level (specifically in the environmental field), as well as on the Europeanisation process of national administrative law.
She has been also a legal advisor at Milieu Ltd, a multi-disciplinary Brussels-based consultancy which carried out various types of research for the European institutions in the field of justice, fundamental rights, and environmental policy.


Chris Backes, C.W. (Chris)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chris Backes (1959) studied law, politics and Dutch in Freiburg i. Br. and Münster. He gained an LL.M. in Dutch law for foreigners in Nijmegen. 
From 1995 until 1998 he worked as Professor of International and European Environmental Law at Tilburg University. From 1998 until 2007 Backes was Professor of Environmental Law at Utrecht University  and Director of the Centre for Environmental Law and Policy/NILOS (CELP/NILOS). From 2007 until 2016 he worked as Professor of Constitutional and Administrative Law at Maastricht University. Since 2016 he joined the Utrecht Centre for Water, Oceans and Sustainability Law as Professor of Environmental Law.  Until 2005 he was President of the Dutch Society for Environmental Law. Until the end of 2007 he was a member of the Netherlands Council of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment. Chris Backes specialises in sustainability and environmental law and often does comparative research. 

